
29 Spelling Rules (p223-225)
1. q rule is always written with u. Q-tip and Qwest are proper nouns (rules don’t apply). The u is not considered a vowel here.      Quench (closed syllable)    
[not quench as if a vowel team syllable]

2. c rule      
IF-

c is not part of a phonogram 

and is followed by e, i, or y

THEN-

 c  says “s” 

 3. g rule 
IF-

g is not part of a phonogram 

and is followed by e, i, or y

THEN-

 g  says “j” (exception: get, girl, give)

4. vowel names rule 

IF-

a syllable ends in a,e,o,u

THEN-

they usually say their names (2nd sounds)

IF-

there is a silent final e job #1 (see rule 7)

THEN-

they usually say their names (2nd sounds)

IF-

the vowel is an i or o

and it is followed by two consonants (see rule 19)
THEN-

they usually say their names (2nd sounds)


5. i rule  English words don’t end in i. 

IF-

a syllable ends in i (open syll.)

THEN-

 the i sounds occur in the following 
       1.  di vide  

       2. di gest  

       3. In di an
6. y rule  
IF-

a one syllable word:
and y is not part of a phonogram

and there is no vowel (a,e,i,o,u) 
THEN-

y is the vowel 

y says /i2/ (try, cry, why)
IF-

a multi-syllabic word:

and y is in the last syllable

and y is not part of a phonogram

and there is no vowel (a,e,i,o,u) 
THEN-

y is the vowel 

y says /i3/ (ba by, u su al ly) 

7. silent e rule There are five kinds of silent final e 

1) Vowel-consonant-vowel 

2) English words cannot end with v or u 

3) Changes the sound of c and g 

4) Every syllable must contain at least one vowel 

5) No job e 


8. R contolled rule  6 phonograms that say /er/ (er, ir, ur, or, ear, ar) and…

IF-

the  or  phonogram is preceded by a w

THEN -

it says “er”

9. Double-the-consonant: 1 syll.
IF-

The word is 1 syllable (hop)

The word is CVC

An ending is being added which starts with a vowel

THEN-

Double the consonant (hopping) 

(rule 14 doesn’t apply with the consonant x)

      
10.  Double-the-consonant: 2 syll. 
IF-

The word has 2 syllables   (be gin)

The second syllable is a CVC

The second syllable is accented

An ending is being added which starts with a vowel

THEN-

Double the consonant (beginning) 


11. Drop-the-e rule
IF-

The base word has a silent final e   (achieve)

An ending is being added which starts with a vowel

THEN-

Drop the e before adding the ending (achieving)

IF-

The base word has a silent final e #3   (change)

An ending is being added 

THEN-

Keep the e before adding the ending so that the g can still be pronounced /j/ (changeable) or c can still be pronounced /s/ (traceable)

IF-

The base word has silent final e #3 (practice)

An ending is being added that begins with e, i or y  (ing)

THEN-

Drop the e before adding the ending {the pronunciation can still be maintained (practicing)}


12. After c rule 

IF- 

After c

THEN-

use ei 

IF-

Not after c

THEN- 

use ie


13. sh  rule A
IF- 

/sh/ sound is needed at beginning or end of a base word 

/sh/ sound is needed at the end of a syllable

THEN-

Use the sh phonogram

14. sshhh! Rule B 

IF- 

/sh/ sound is needed at the beginning of a 2nd, 3rd, 4th (etc.) syllable 

the word is a base word

THEN-

use ti, si, or ci


15. sshhh! Rule C 

IF- 

/sh/ sound is needed in a base word

The syllable before the /sh/ sound ends in s

THEN-

use  si  (ses sion)


IF-

 /sh/ sound is needed to change the form of a base word

The base word has an s where the base word changes

THEN-

use  si (tense, tension)

16. /zh/ rule 

IF-

The /zh/ sound is needed
THEN-

Use  si, (vision)   


17. double  l,f,s  rule
 IF-

The word is one syllable

The word has 1 vowel

THEN-
we often double an l, f or s (will, roll, glass)

18. final sound /ay/ rule
IF-

The base word ends in the long /a/ sound

THEN- 

We use the  ay  phonogram (NOT  ai  or  a)


19. [i-CC] or [o-CC] rule
IF-

the vowel is an i or o

and it is followed by two consonants 

THEN-

These vowels usually say their names (2nd sounds)  (kind, old)


20. s never follows x rule
IF-

A word has an x

THEN-

It will never be followed by  s (although it says /ks/)

(in ex cept, we pronounce both /s/ sounds because “A  c   or   g  followed by  e,  i  or  y  says /s/ or /j/”


21.  “All rule”
IF-

The word “all”

Is written alone

THEN- double the l

If-

The word “all”

Is written with another syllable

THEN-

Only 1 l is written (alright, almost)


22. til and ful rule
IF-

till and full are added to another syllable 
THEN- we write one l (until, beautiful).  

23. dge rule
The dge phonogram may be used only after short vowel (badge, ledge, bridge, lodge)

24. change-the-y-to-i rule

IF-

A base word ends in y (carry)
The y is not part of a phonogram

An ending is being added that does not start with i
THEN-

Change the y to i before adding the ending (carried)
IF-

A base word ends in y 

The y is not part of a phonogram (carry)

The ending ing is being added

THEN-

Keep the y and add the ending (carrying)


25. ck rule

ck may be used only after a short vowel.   (duck, quack)


26. proper nouns rule
Words which are the individual names or titles of people, places, books, days, months, etc., are capitalized. 


27. z rule (never s) is used to say “z” at the beginning of a base word (zoo)

28. ed rule

IF- 

A base word ends in the sounds /d/ or /t/ &
the ending ed is added

THEN-

The ed will say /e-d/ which adds another syllable (graded)
IF- 

A base word ends in a voiced sound (live)

The last sound is not /d/

The ending ed is being added

THEN-

The ed will say /d/, and does not add another syllable (lived)

IF- 

A base word ends in a voiceless sound &
the ending ed is added

THEN-

The ed will say /t/ and does not add another syllable (passed)


      29. Double-consonants rule 
      IF- the a base word has a double consonant (bub ble)

      THEN- divide the syllables between the double consonants and say both sounds for spelling
1

